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f the many programs of the 
Great Society, none began with wider approval or larger expectation 
than the war on poverty. It was, after al, the fat major initiative of 
tho new administration, an carnest of undiminished cnergics and 
continued determination to sce through the era bravely begun « 
‘thousand days earlier. Now itis the frst such program to become the 
object of controversy, conflict, and, in some measure, disappointment. 
‘This in itself would seem to be a familiar enough sequence in the 
course of human affairs. But there is something more involved here — 
‘something having to do with the way we rush tata things, and possi- 
Wy offering « caution forthe foture. 

‘At the cxnter of the controversy are the Community Action Pro- 
grams established under Title Il of the Economie Opportunity Act. 
‘The provision that these programs should provide “maximum feasible 
participation” of the poor has occasioned endless dispute and name 
calling Even the once mildly approbative term “middle class” bas 
‘been transformed into an epithet, as factions pounce ca one another 
‘in the burgeoning bureaucracies of the acronymic neighborhood 
organizations that have sprung up inone alter another city across the 
lind. Indeed, the period of organizing now being well sdvanced, 2 
second generation of conflict has begun as the organizations them- 
selves begin attacking other institutions. But in the meantime, the 
reputation of the program for trouble-making has cavsed dismay in 
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